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Snow starts 
High in the mid 30s. 

Low near 30.

LOTTERY
Tuesday’s Pick 3

8-0-1

Monday’s Gopher 5
1-5-36-40-41

Monday’s Powerball
2-13-29-58-69 and 4

Monday’s Lotto America
2-17-25-35-50 and 6

Tuesday’s North5
1-6-9-12-16

Tuesday’s Mega Millions
15-22-25-28-69 and 21

MORE 
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• Nancy Ann Buckingham

• Elda M. Latzke

• Eleanor A. Ryan

Report: John Paul II 
concealed abusers

St. John Paul II knew 
about sexual abuse of 
children by priests under 
his authority and sought 
to conceal it when he was 
an archbishop in his native 
Poland, a television news 
report has alleged.

In a story that aired late 
Monday, Polish channel 
TVN24 named three priests 
whom the future pope then 
known as Archbishop Karol 
Wojtyla had moved among 
parishes or sent to a cloister 
during the 1970s, including 
one who was sent to Aus-
tria, after they were accused 
of abusing minors.

Read the story at 
mankatofreepress.com.

Activate your Free Press digital account at 
www.mankatofreepress.com/subscriptions/ 
Digital access is free to anyone with home 
delivery.
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By Mark Fischenich

mfischenich@mankatofreepress.com

MANKATO — It’s a mile-
stone most winter-weary 
Minnesotans would prefer 
to skip, but snow in the fore-
cast this week could push 
the current season onto the 
list of “Top 10 Snowiest 
Winters.”

“Right now we’re 13th 
for snowiest seasons,” said 
Brent Hewett, a meteorolo-
gist at the National Weather 
Service’s Chanhassen office. 
“Four inches or more should 
move us into the 10th spot. 
If we get five inches, we’ll be 
close to the eighth spot.”

Those are the numbers for 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter-
national Airport, where 74.7 
inches have fallen — 23.5 
inches more than the aver-
age for the entire season. 
The snow season began 
with just under a half-inch in 
October, followed by double-
digit totals in November (13 
inches), December (19.8), 

More 
snow 
coming 
Winter is 
climbing into 
record books

By Renee Berg

rberg@mankatofreepress.com

J
ainand Patel never 
imagined he’d be 
pouring chocolate as 

part of his college busi-
ness class.

But there he was re-
cently, doing just that.

Samuel Sleichert took 
the 300-level class because 
he needed it to graduate.

Little did he know what 
he would learn.

“I’ve endured chal-
lenges and come to learn 
things,” Sleichert said. “I 
feel that’s really benefited 
me. The teamwork skills 
and communication skills, 
everything is beneficial.”

He added that he’ll be 
a “step ahead” in the real 
business world when he 
graduates from Minnesota 
State University in May, 
largely because of his 
experiences outside the 
classroom.

The two seniors are 
relishing their Applied 
Entrepreneurial Practice 
business class that they 
take with professor Shane 
Bowyer. The class is made 
up of 18 students divided 
into three groups of six, 
who are all challenged to 
devise a new chocolate 
candy in collaboration 
with executives at Maud 
Borup, a business-to-
business candy company 
based in Plymouth.

That’s where Patel was 
pouring chocolate last 
week. It’s all part of a 
competition among the 18 
MSU business students to 
devise a new product for 
Maud Borup.

The process began with 
another Bowyer business 
class in the fall, whereby 
students developed candy 
concepts, choosing flavors 
and packaging design and 
assisting in pricing met-
rics for a brand-new candy 
creation. Their focus was 
to develop a Valentine’s 
Day product.

Then this winter, the 
cohort of 18 took those 
ideas further and worked 
with the Maud Borup chef 
to develop their product 
concept samples and tast-
ing samples.

It will all culminate in 
an exciting product reveal 
on March 16, during the 
Richard Schmitz Food 
Entrepreneurship Series 
at MSU’s Centennial 
Student Union. Attendees 
at the series, which fea-
tures Maud Borup owner 

Christine Lantinen, will 
vote for their favorite of 
the three products via 
roundtables and sampling, 
all facilitated by the MSU 
students.

At the end of the event, 
Maud Borup executives 
will reveal the People’s 

Choice winner. About 300 
people are expected to at-
tend the Entrepreneurship 
Series, and the commu-
nity is invited.

Karen Edwards, chief 
communications officer at 
Maud Borup, has worked 
in tandem with Lantinen 
this semester in helping 
students prepare their 
candy for the competition.

“Every step of the way 
was supposed to be real, 
not a concept out of a 
book,” Edwards said. “But 
real product development 
process, real hands’ on, 
real world experience.”

“We’re trying to take 
them out of the class-
room,” Bowyer echoed. 

SWEET CLASS
MSU 

business 
students get 
real-world 
experience 
with candy 
company

The Associated Press

BOSTON — A passenger 
who helped restrain a threat-
ening man on a weekend 
flight from Los Angeles to 
Boston said Tuesday that 
the entire chaotic episode 
was over within seconds 
thanks to teamwork.

Simik Ghookasian said 
in a telephone interview 
that he was seated several 
rows behind the man, who 
had quietly tried to open an 
airliner’s emergency door 
before trying to stab a flight 
attendant with a broken 
metal spoon, according to 
prosecutors.

“I heard the guy getting 
louder and louder and I 
thought it was just an argu-
ment, but he started yelling 
and screaming and threaten-
ing people, threatening to 
kill them,” said Ghookasian, 

Passengers 
describe 
subduing 
violent man

Courtesy Gary Lesley

Sam Sleichert, Jenna Mortier and Jainand Patel spread chocolate at Maud Borup’s headquarters in 
Plymouth. The three are among 18 MSU students competing in a new candy product competition as 
part of their class in collaboration with the $50 million dollar candy corporation that sells to Target 
and Whole Foods.

Courtesy Karen Edwards

MSU senior Jainand Patel pours chocolate as part of his business 
class that involves partnering with a candy company to get real-
world experience.

More Information
For those interested in at-
tending the candy competi-
tion on March 16, go to the 
union’s Ostrander Audito-
rium from 2 to 3:30 p.m. to 
vote on your favorite of the 
three developed chocolates.

From 3:30 to 5 p.m. there 
is a presentation of the 
student’s candy and a 
fireside chat with Christine 
and Randy Lantinen, which 
will be moderated by College 
of Business Dean Brenda 
Flannery.

Please see CANDY, Page A2

Please see FLIGHT, Page A2

“We’re only eight weeks into our course  
and we’ve already come up with an idea for a product.”

MSU junior Jenna Mortier

Please see WINTER, Page A2
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“Karen and Christine have 
been great, spending time 
with our students and 
going through their ques-
tions. Karen and Christine 
are treating them like they 
would an outside company 
trying to develop a candy 
idea for them. They’re 
being treated not like stu-

dents, but as though they 
were a client.”

“What I’ve enjoyed,” said 
MSU junior Jenna Mortier, 
“is we’re only eight weeks 
into our course and we’ve 
already come up with an 
idea for a product. And 
now we’ve made the choco-
late and put together the 
molds and put it together 
with the packaging. We’ve 

accomplished a lot.”
Maud Borup sells candy 

to national retailers such as 
Target, Whole Foods, Sam’s 
Club, and specialty retail-
ers such as It’s Sugar. It’s a 
$50 million company which 
is on track to becoming a 
$100 million company in 
the coming three to four 
years, Edwards said.

“It’s been a fun journey,” 

Christine Lantinen said. 
“It’s fun to see the students 
get excited about the 
products they’re creating. 
We’ve been there to advise 
and guide them but they’ve 
done the footwork of com-
ing up with concepts and 
deciding who the item will 
be marketed to.”

“Students are learning 
this whole process of prod-

uct development, having 
to take an item to market, 
pricing strategies, and  
design on the box,” she 
said.

The goal of this was to 
give every student real-
world, transferrable skills 
regardless of where their 
careers will lead them, 
Edwards said.

CANDY: Students work with Maud Borup, a provider to major retailers
Continued from Page A1

Simik Ghookasian via The Associated Press

Passengers and crew members on a Sunday flight from Los Angeles 
to Boston restrain a man who according to federal authorities tried to 
open an airliner’s emergency door and tried to stab a flight attendant.

a Los Angeles government 
contractor flying to Boston 
on United Flight 2609 on 
Sunday for work.

Until the yelling, he 
hadn’t noticed anything 
unusual about the man, 
who federal authorities 
have identified as Francisco 
Severo Torres.

Ghookasian said he saw 
the spoon and he was 
among five or six pas-
sengers who piled onto 
Torres and removed it 
from his grasp. It turned 
out to be the handle of a 
metal spoon, from which 
the bowl portion had been 
broken off, authorities said.

“That guy was really 
strong and was really re-
sisting,” Ghookasian said. 
“We had a hard time hold-
ing him down. It was total 
teamwork.”

Ghookasian asked a flight 
attendant for some zip ties 
or duct tape, and the flight 
attendant produced some 
zip ties.

Ghookasian, who said he 
has first aid and counter-
terrorism training, said 
he didn’t have time to be 
scared, he just reacted and 
used his instincts.

“Everything just ex-
ploded in a few seconds,” 
he said.

Torres, 33, of Leomin-
ster, Massachusetts, was 
arrested when the plane 
arrived in Boston and 
charged with interference 
and attempted interference 
with flight crew members 
and attendants using a 
dangerous weapon, federal 
prosecutors said. He was 
detained pending a hearing 
scheduled for Thursday.

The plane was about 
45 minutes from Boston 
when the crew received an 
alarm that a side door on 
the aircraft was disarmed, 
according to court docu-
ments. One flight attendant 
noticed the door’s locking 
handle had been moved. 
Another flight attendant 
had noticed that Torres 
was seen near the door and 
believed he had moved the 
handle.

Airplane doors cannot be 
opened once in flight due 
to cabin pressure.

The crew told the captain 
that he was a threat and the 
plane should be landed as 
soon as possible, authori-
ties said.

Then Torres approached 

two flight attendants, ac-
cording to the court docu-
ments. One of the flight 
attendants felt the metal 
object in Torres’ hand hit 
him on his shirt collar and 
tie three times.

Torres told investigators 
that he went into the air-
plane’s bathroom and broke 
a spoon in half to make a 
weapon, prosecutors said 
in the documents. They 
say he told authorities he 
wanted to open the door so 
that he could jump out of 
the plane.

Investigators said Torres 
admitted knowing that if 
he opened the door many 
people would die.

Torres said the flight 
attendants confronted him 
and he stabbed one of them 
in an attempt to defend 
himself, according to 
investigators. They said he 
believed the flight atten-
dant was trying to kill him.

Authorities did not 
say where Torres got the 
spoon, but TSA rules al-
low airline passengers to 
bring metal utensils except 
knives onto planes.

United Airlines said no 
one was injured.

“Thanks to the quick 
action of our crew and 
customers, one customer 
was restrained after becom-
ing a security concern on 
United flight 2609 from 
Los Angeles to Boston,” 
the company statement 
said. “The flight landed 
safely and was met by law 
enforcement.”

If convicted of the 
charges against him, Torres 
could face life in prison.

An email seeking com-
ment from him was sent to 
his federal public defender, 
and a voicemail was left.

Torres has previously 
sued two mental health 
facilities where he was 
patient, according to 
federal court records. He 
sued the state-run Worces-
ter Recovery Center and 
Hospital in March 2021, 
alleging medical malprac-
tice for misdiagnosis. That 
suit was dismissed several 
months later.

He also sued Fuller Hos-
pital in Attleboro, Massa-
chusetts last May, alleging 
his constitutional rights 
were violated because he 
was a vegan and was de-
nied almond milk. The suit 
was dismissed in June.

In both cases he acted as 
his own attorney.

FLIGHT: Attendant attacked 
with handle of metal spoon
Continued from Page A1

January (22.3), February 
(15.5) and March (3.7).

It’s only been a bit bet-
ter in the Mankato area. 
There aren’t any official 
stats within the city, but a 
weather observer east of 
Mankato has recorded just 
over 67 inches since last 
fall.

“Definitely an above-
average winter so far for 
much of the state,” Hewett 
said.

That will continue this 
week. After some flurries 
Wednesday afternoon that 
shouldn’t bring any ac-
cumulating snow, a bigger 
system will roll through 
Thursday night through 
6 a.m. Friday.

“That’s when you’re 
going to see that 5 to 7 
inches down there in the 
Mankato region,” he said.

Another less substantial 
system is shaping up to 
pass through Mankato 
starting at about noon on 
Saturday, bringing another 
couple of inches.

The Thursday event, 
which will include some 
breezy conditions, too, is 
expected to bring enough 

snow to justify a winter 
storm watch for the entire 
southern half of the state.

“It looks like the heaviest 
will be Mankato and south-
ward,” Hewett said.

The forecast Tuesday af-
ternoon suggested it could 
edge a bit higher — 3 to 5 
inches Thursday afternoon 
with another 3 to 5 inches 
Thursday evening and early 
Friday.

The pair of storms could 
put Mankato over 10 inches 
for March, making for five 
straight months of double-
digit snow totals.

Joe Grabianowski, the op-
erations supervisor for the 
Mankato Department of 
Public Works, said his staff 
is once again making sure 
the equipment is prepped 
for clearing more than 750 
lane-miles of roads, plus 
walking paths.

“We just have all the 
equipment ready, all the 
plows and snowblowers,” 
Grabianowski said. “As 
soon as it starts, we’ll be 
out on the roads and trails 
and sidewalks.”

The official snow stats at 
the Twin Cities Airport put 
Minnesota’s snowiest win-
ter as 1983-84 when 98.6 

inches fell. The winter two 
years prior was the second 
snowiest at 95 inches. The 
winter of 1950-51 (88.9) 
was third, followed by 
2010-11 (86.6) and 1916-17 
(84.5).

So Minnesota is only 10.3 
inches shy of climbing into 
the top 5 even before the 
next flake falls. That would 
eclipse some winters that 
have been in the record 
books for a very long time 
— 1917-18, 1966-67, 1951-
52, 1961-62 and 1991-92. 
Hewett didn’t speculate 
about the prospects of 
achieving that lofty status, 
although he noted that 
there are signs of a clipper 
arriving in the middle of 
next week.

“That looks like it could 
be another round of snow,” 
he said.

It’s the time of year when 
precipitation is increas-
ingly likely to be liquid, but 
cooler-than-average tem-
peratures so far this March 
are likely to continue at 
least through the next week 
and a half.

“Hopefully April will 
bring us something a little 
better,” Hewett said.

WINTER: Two storms seen this week
Continued from Page A1

Deepfake ads run 
on Meta platforms

A massive advertising 
campaign launched this 
week by a deepfake app fea-
tured the faces of actresses 
Emma Watson and Scarlett 
Johansson.

The ads, which ran across 
Meta platforms Facebook 
and Instagram, featured a 
scantily clad woman with 
Emma Watson’s face digi-
tally imposed, as the woman 
began to perform what 
looked like a sexual act.

Many of the ads included 
captions such as “Replace 
face with anyone” and “En-
joy yourself with AI swap 
face technology.”

Over the course of Sunday 
and Monday, the Deepfake 
FaceSwap app rolled out 
over 230 ads total, with 127 
using Watson’s likeness and 
74 using the face of Johans-
son, NBC News reports.

After NBC News attempt-
ed to reach out to Meta for 
comment, Meta removed 
all the app’s ads from its 
platforms.

Apple also removed the 
app from its App Store after 
being contacted by NBC 
News, but it remains avail-
able through Google Play 
where it’s rated Teen” for 
“suggestive themes.”

New York Daily News

The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY  — 
Oklahoma voters rejected 
a state question Tuesday 
to allow for the recre-
ational use of marijuana, 
following a late blitz of 
opposition from faith lead-
ers, law enforcement and 
prosecutors.

Oklahoma would have 
become the 22nd state 
to legalize adult use of 
cannabis and join conser-
vative states like Montana 
and Missouri that have 
approved similar propos-
als in recent years. Many 
conservative states have 
also rejected the idea, 
including Arkansas, North 
Dakota and South Dakota 
last year.

Republican Gov. Kevin 
Stitt and many of the 
state’s GOP legislators, 
including nearly every Re-
publican senator, opposed 
the idea. Former Repub-
lican Gov. Frank Keating, 
an ex-FBI agent, and Terri 
White, the former head 
of the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services, 
led the “no” campaign.

“We’re pleased the 
voters have spoken,” said 
Pat McFerron, a Repub-
lican political strategist 
who ran the opposition 
campaign. “We think this 
sends a clear signal that 
voters are not happy with 
the recreational nature of 
our medicinal system. We 
also think it shows voters 

recognize the criminal 
aspects, as well as the 
need for addressing mental 
health needs of the state.”

The “no” side was out-
spent more than 20-to-1, 
with supporters of the ini-
tiative spending more than 
$4.9 million, compared to 
about $219,000 against, 
last-minute campaign 
finance reports show.

State Question 820, 
the result of a signature 
gathering drive last year, 
was the only item on the 
statewide ballot, and early 
results showed heavy op-
position in rural areas.

“We don’t want a 
stoned society,” Keating 
said Monday, flanked by 
district attorneys and law 
enforcement officers from 
across the state.

The proposal, if passed, 
would have allowed any-
one over the age of 21 to 
purchase and possess up to 
1 ounce of marijuana, plus 
concentrates and mari-
juana-infused products. 
Recreational sales would 
have been subjected to a 
15% excise tax on top of 
the standard sales tax. The 
excise tax would be used 
to help fund local munici-
palities, the court system, 
public schools, substance 
abuse treatment and the 
state’s general fund.

The prospect of having 
more Oklahomans smok-
ing anything, including 
marijuana, didn’t sit well 
with Mark Grossman, an 
attorney who voted against 

the proposal Tuesday at 
the Crown Heights Chris-
tian Church in Oklahoma 
City.

“I was a no vote because 
I’m against smoking,” 
Grossman said. “Tobacco 
smoking was a huge prob-
lem for my family.”

Oklahoma voters ap-
proved medical marijuana 
in 2018 by 14 percentage 
points and the state has 
one of the most liberal pro-
grams in the country, with 
roughly 10% of the state’s 
adult population having a 
medical license.

The low barriers for 
entry into the industry has 
led to a flood of growers, 
processors and dispensary 
operators competing for a 
limited number of custom-
ers. Supporters had hoped 
the state’s marijuana 
industry would be buoyed 
by a rush of out-of-state 
customers, particularly 
from Texas, which has 
close to 8 million people 
in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area just a little more than 
an hour drive from the 
Oklahoma border.

“With a March special 
election and no other 
issues on the ballot, we 
knew from the beginning 
this would be an uphill 
battle,” said Brian Vicente, 
a member of the steering 
committee in support of 
the question. “Overcoming 
a century of anti-marijuana 
propaganda is no simple 
task, and there is still work 
to be done.”

Oklahoma nixes legal pot


	MankatoFreePress (1)
	MankatoFreePress (2)

